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names. —Hintal, Oolpatta (Beng\); Tlrinboung (Burm.); Giruka
tati (Tel.); Hintala (Sanscr.); Dangsa (in Penang).
description. —Subarboreous, gregarious, forming elegant
impenetrable tufts. Trunk 8-25 feet high, :U inches in diameter,
often inclined, soboliferous, annulate at the base, higher up
covered with the brown petioles. Leaves 8-10 feet, gracefully
spreading. Petiole covered with scurf, brownish-glawescent,
armed in the lower three feet with irregularly spreading, hard,
brown, triangular, channelled, long spines; sheath fibrous
Leaflets 1-2 feet long, opposite and alternate, bifarious, spreading
theii curved downwards, not rigid, 8 lines broad, very acuminate,
conduplicate at the base, otherwise flat, whitish or farinose
underneath, the lowest being both the longest and the narrowest,
Male spadix with peduncle about li foot long, compressed;
spathe as long, coriaceous, 2-keeled, orange-brownish; keels with
irregular edges; flowers J inch long, yellow; calyx cup-shaped,
not as regularly 3-toothed as in P. xylvextris; petals 3; filaments
6, short. Female spadix about 1£ foot long; flowers subglohosc,
greenish; calyx1 as in the male; petals roundish, .concave;
staminodes 6. Carpels 3, free; styles recurved. Fruiting spadix
3-4 feet long, erect, yeuowish orange, with branches at the apex;
spikes of the same colour, with thickened bases, about a foot
long, nodding, sometimes branched. Fruit sessile on thickened
knobs, first yellowish, then red, and finally black purple, J inch
long, 3.-4 lines wide, mucronate, with the more or less split
perianth at the ba^se. Seed ovoid, compressed, rather deeply
furrowed on one side up to the middle, and indistinctly so on
the opposite side. Embryo basilar,
habitat.—^Estuarial shores from Bengal to Burma and the
Andaman Islands; forms a considerable portion of the impene-
trable woods which cover the Sunderbuns.; along the Salwin,
between Amnerst and Moulmein; Penang; Siam; Cochin China,
flowers.—In March and April; fruit ripens from June to
December.
uses.—The leaves are used in the Sunderbuns to make ropes
for tying boats and logs, and also for thatching.
The stems of th*> smaller trees are used as walking sticks;
the longer ones serve for rafters.
The natives believe that snakes get out of the way of any
person having such a stick.

